
FAQs for Teacher Only Days 

Teacher Only Day FAQs: General (Credits, 

Course Structure, Pilots & Subjects) 
Credits 

Why is 120 the recommended maximum number of credits for level 1 when only 60 

credits are required to pass level 1? 

120 credits is the maximum amount that a Level 1 student is able to achieve if they are successful in 

all 4 standards offered in 6 courses. It is not recommended that students necessarily aim to reach this 

number. 

What year will the 20 credit rollover be removed? i.e.: In what year will Level 2 only 

require 60 L2+ credits and none from level 1?  

2024. 2023 is when the new level 1 comes into effect. Students who complete this year (sitting level 

2 in 2024) will be the first cohort without rollover credits from level 1. 

With no rollover credits - what happens to students who are working at different levels 

in different subjects? 

Roll over credits will no longer be available from 2024 for Level 2 and 2025 for Level 3. Students who 

are working at a variety of levels will be impacted in different ways. For example, a student sitting 

Level 3 Maths in Year 12 will be able to use these credits to gain a Level 2 certificate. A student sitting 

standards at a lower level than their age cohort will still have their learning recognised. For example, 

a student sitting Level 1 Maths in Year 12 will see any credits they achieve in that subject appear on 

their record of learning. However, Level 1 credits will not count towards the 60 credits required to 

achieve a Level 2 Certificate from 2024 and Level 2 credits will not count towards the 60 credits 

required to achieve a Level 3 Certificate from 2025. 

What's the rationale for changing rollover credits? It seems to be removing flexibility 

and accessibility? 

Further detail on the rationale for this and other changes can be found in the NCEA Change Package 

2019. This is accessible via the Education Conversation website 

https://conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/ncea-review/change-package/. Background to 

the changes to carry-over credits specifically can be found in the 5th change "Simplify NCEA's 

structure". 

What is the rationale for students being able to achieve NCEA with Unit Standards 

within a shorter period of time (e.g., two terms) when Achievement Standard courses 

are full year? 

It is important that students are able to do industry-derived and vocational learning while at secondary 

school. This is important to ensure that students are able to prepare for life beyond school by gaining 

credits that are recognized and valued by industry.  



It is also important, especially at NCEA Level 1, that students achieve credits for NCEA through 

Achievement Standards. The new Achievement Standards, following the Review of Achievement 

Standards, are explicitly derived from the National Curriculum.  

If you are concerned that students in your school are engaging in learning programmes for NCEA that 

aren’t supporting them to be prepared for their pathways and life beyond school, then we recommend 

that your school work with your wider community, including whanau, employers, and tertiary 

education organisations, to develop programmes of learning that are valued within your school 

community and which prepare students for life beyond school. 

Course Structure – Units, Standards and Assessment 

Is it envisaged that schools can still create cross-curricular courses (e.g. Maths and 

Science) to create an internal course to cater for diverse learning needs (excluding the 

ability to get an endorsement)? 

Yes, it will still be possible for schools to create local courses which may include standards from 

different subjects and thereby be entirely internally assessed. However, schools are encouraged to 

reflect on how their local course design will impact on the pathways open to students. Courses which 

integrate standards from different subjects and avoid external assessment may preclude students 

from accessing those subjects at higher levels. It is also worth bearing in mind that future external 

assessments may not necessarily mean a time-bound, formal examination 

What will happen to the unit standards? Will they still exist in this framework? 

There are no imminent changes to unit standards. They can still be used in conjunction with the new 

standards. 

How many assessment opportunities exist for students? Is it 1 resubmission for 

Achieved only, and one further opportunity as at present? 

Under the new changes, schools would only offer a resubmission opportunity to students where a 

minor error prevents them from reaching the ‘achieved’ grade (not for merit and excellence). This 

would not affect the provision of further assessment opportunities (a further assessment for the same 

standard using a new assessment task, after further learning has taken place). 

Special Assessment Conditions 

The new SAC's seem like they are going to be a big workload for schools, has this been 

considered? 

The first change in the NCEA Change Package is to make NCEA more accessible.  The design of the new 

standards includes a strong emphasis on accessibility and inclusion, so that a greater diversity of 

learners will be catered for.  One of the intended benefits of this change is that the need for schools 

to apply for Special Assessment Conditions will be reduced, rather than increased. 

Does a student in the new standards with SAC's have it recorded on their Record of 

Learning that they use SAC's? If the conditions are changing and there may be more 

students using SAC's should/will this be known to employers? 

Special Assessment Conditions are not recorded on a student's Record of Learning. Whether a student 

has a SAC entitlement is irrelevant to whether they have met the standard. 



Many schools have moved in terms of Special Assessment Conditions for the 

betterment of our students however they produce a larger operational impact (e.g.: 

with 20 SAC students, 20 separate rooms are required, with 20 separate SAC assistants). 

What is the plan for dealing with an even higher operational load caused by these 

changes? 

Supporting students who have additional needs is the right thing to do - and the intent of the NCEA 

change package is to make assessments more accessible and reduce the need for separate and 

different assessment conditions. 

Assessment should be based on evidence gathered throughout a student’s progress in learning at 

school – it shouldn’t be necessary to fund separate screening and assessment. NZQA have people at 

regional level who are able to work with schools to think differently about assessment and support 

for NCEA.  It would be useful to bring that expertise into the school to help problem solve. 

Pilots 

Will NZQA make the pilot schools known to the public? 

The Ministry of Education is managing the pilot project in 2021 for English, Science, Visual Arts and 

Religious Studies. Participating schools' details will be published on ncea.education.govt.nz before the 

end of the year. 

In regards to the pilot schools, how will NCEA ensure that ākonga are not disadvantaged 

with their learning in regards to their NCEA qualification? Will NCEA recognise both 

systems at the same time? 

Yes, NZQA will recognise both systems at the same time. For piloting schools, students who are 

registered for the new standards will be eligible for credits in the same way as they currently are. The 

pilot subjects in 2021 are English, Visual Arts, Science and Religious Studies. 

Science is one of the 4 Trial Subjects in the NCEA review but when I go to look on the 

new NCEA website (https://ncea.education.govt.nz/) the material available under the 

'subjects' drop down includes the other 3 Trial Subjects but not for Science – when will 

this information be available? 

The Science material will be uploaded after the Minister has announced the final Level 1 subject list. 

We are hoping that the final subject list, along with the decision on the options for Level 1 Science, 

will be announced early December. 

What is the website where the pilot test subjects are hosted? 

ncea.education.govt.nz 

Subject List 

We are wondering where English Language for ELL students sits in the RAS. There is no 

mention of the ELL standards regarding Literacy. Please would you advise us where 

these sit in the review. 



As the English Language assessments are Unit Standards, they will not be part of the Review of 

Achievement Standards in the first instance. However, if schools have a view on whether English as an 

Additional Language should be developed as an Achievement Standard subject, they are welcome to 

make a submission to that effect via the NCEA.Review@education.govt.nz mail box. 

Has there been confirmation on whether PE and Health standards will be combined, or 

whether they will remain separate subjects with their own standards? 

We are hoping that the Minister will be able to advise us on final decisions regarding the Level 1 

subject list in December, including whether Health and PE will be one subject or two. 

Has there been any confirmation on Home Economics as a subject? 

Home Economics is one of the subjects that is included in the NCEA Level 1 provisional list, and we are 

hoping that the Minister will be able to advise us on final decisions regarding this list in December. 

Once the list is confirmed, the Ministry will re-engage with teachers of these subjects to determine 

next steps. 

What are the Group 1 and Group 2 Languages? 

Group 1 Languages - Chinese, Japanese, Korean; Group 2 Languages - French, German, Spanish 


