
FAQs for Teacher Only Days 

Teacher Only Day FAQs: Literacy and 
Numeracy 
 

The basics 

Why is this change happening now? 
In 2018, as part of Kōrero Mātauranga, we heard from New Zealanders that the current ways of 

recognising literacy and numeracy in NCEA are not robust and needed to be strengthened.  

When will changes to literacy and numeracy be implemented? 
The standards will be fully implemented in 2023, if the sector is ready. Next year (in 2021) there will 

be a small pilot of the standards in up to 15 schools, kura and non-school settings. This will be to make 

sure that the standards are fit for purpose. In 2022, there will be a wider pilot for interested schools 

and non-school settings. In 2023, the standards will be a mandatory co-requisite to the qualification, 

if the sector is ready.  

How can I get involved? 

The draft standards are available for your feedback from 18 November -18 December 2020.  

Why are these standards mandatory? 
Literacy and numeracy are foundational skills. This means they support learning across the curriculum 

and support students to succeed in their next step in learning, life, or work. We want to ensure that 

every learner receiving an NCEA has this foundational level of literacy and numeracy that they are 

entitled to.  

What is a corequisite? 
A ‘co-requisite’ means the standards will be required to attain the formal award of an NCEA. However, 

students will be able to complete the standards alongside their usual NCEA programme, the standards 

are not a pre-requisite to Level 1. Students will be able to sit the standards from Year 9.  

What do you mean by literacy? 
Foundational literacy refers to knowledge and capabilities enable learners to access further learning, 

develop important life skills, engage in employment and in their communities. For the standards 

derived from the New Zealand Curriculum, this includes reading and writing. For the standards derived 

from Te Marautanga o Aotearoa, this includes reading writing, and oracy.  

What do you mean by numeracy? 
Numerate people can interweave mathematical/statistical processes and content. This interweaving 

allows them to manage the mathematical and statistical demands of a range of situations, and 

supports them to find solutions that service others, promote innovation, empower communities, and 

care for our planet.  



Can we meet the corequisite in te reo Māori? 
Yes. Māori-medium standards will be available for both literacy and numeracy. Any learner in any 

setting will be able to access the Māori-medium or English-medium standards. There will also be no 

restriction on learners accessing both sets of standards. 

Why don’t we have oral language in the English-medium standards? 
The new standards have been developed to reflect current Curriculum progression frameworks. This 

is to ensure that they are closely associated with the tools and resources that teachers and educators 

use. Currently, the New Zealand Curriculum derived Learning Progressions Framework do not include 

oracy, so we don’t have enough clarity on what level 4/5 oracy looks like in a New Zealand Curriculum 

context. Te Marautanga o Aotearoa derived progressions do. This means that we have included oracy 

in the Māori-medium standards. 

However, we also know that oracy is an increasingly important component of literacy. As potential 

changes to the New Zealand Curriculum takes place to include oracy more clearly, we will explore 

whether this could also be included in the standards. We are also ensure that oracy is promoted across 

the Review of Achievement Standards. 

The last video in the LMS module suggested that literacy and numeracy would be woven 

through level 1 standards, however a previous video stated literacy and numeracy 

credits would be assessed separately via the 20 credit 'allotment' – can you please 

clarify this? 

The new literacy and numeracy standards will be a separate co-requisite to the NCEA qualification 

and, as such, will be assessed separately. Students who are ready may be assessed against these 

standards as early as Year 9. Teaching related literacy and numeracy skills may be woven through all 

courses as appropriate. 

It has been really hard to discuss significant changes that may be needed - especially 

regarding Literacy and what we need to consider for your junior school when we don't 

know what the modules look like or the 20 credit package consists of. Can we have 

more information now? 

The new literacy standards will be set at Level 4/5 of the New Zealand Curriculum. What this looks like 

can be seen on the Learning Progressions Framework and its associated PACT tool. You can find more 

information here https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/lpf-tool/. More specifically, the 

new NCEA Literacy and Numeracy standards have been released for public consultation on November 

18, 2020. They are accessible via the Ministry's Education Conversation website 

(https://conversation.education.govt.nz/conversations/ncea-review/latest/). The exact nature of the 

assessment has not yet been finalised, but it will be set by NZQA and is likely to be a common 

assessment task that will be delivered several times a year. In the medium to long term, it will 

potentially be delivered digitally via an online platform. 

Levelling 

What do you mean by foundational literacy and numeracy? What is the level? 
Foundational means that if a student meets this level, they will have the foundations for learning 

across NCEA, life, and work. This will empower learners to successfully embark on their next steps. In 

a Curriculum context, we have identified Level 4/5 as foundational. This means students have control 



of Level 4 and are ready to work at Level 5. We have selected this level to align with OECD expectations 

for foundational literacy and numeracy.  

Readiness 

How will I prepare my students for these standards? 
You can begin to prepare for the new standards by considering what literacy and numeracy instruction 

looks like in your settings. For example, teachers can consider how literacy and numeracy is integrated 

into the classroom. Leaders can consider how progress is monitored in your school, and how students 

can be best supported. There are many frameworks and resources currently available to support you. 

These tools can support you to know when students might be ready to sit the standards. We will be 

creating further content over the next two years. Currently available progressions and tools include:  

- Learning Progressions Framework  

- Progress and Consistency Tool  

- He Tīrewa Ako 

- e-asTTle 

- Progress Achievement Tests  (PATs) 

- Adult Learning Progressions Framework 

- Literacy and Numeracy for Adults Assessment Tool 

- Pathways Awarua 

 

Will there be alternative pathways to the requirements? 
We are exploring whether there should be alternative pathways to meet the new requirements. In 

particular, whether English Language Learners should be credentialed in an alternative way that still 

upholds Level 4/5 of the New Zealand Curriculum in an English Language Learning context.  

What about if my learner has a disability, or has a learning support need? 
The standards and assessment are being designed to be inclusive, and as with other assessments, 

Special Assessment Conditions will be available. As noted above, alternative pathways are also being 

explored.  

Tertiary 

How will learners complete the standards in tertiary contexts? 
We are aware that external assessment in tertiary settings will be a shift in practice. We will therefore 

test the usability of the standards before transitioning to the new standards in those settings. We will 

not implement the new standards in tertiary settings until we know that they are fit for purpose. There 

will also be information in the teaching, learning and assessment guide about how to prepare learners 

in tertiary contexts for these standards. 

In the Literacy and Numeracy module on the LMS, it mentions that EAP would be 

removed. Is this the case? Especially as the EAP standards offer a University Entrance 

pathway and are at a much higher level than the proposed Lit/Num assessment and are 

also open for native speakers to take. Can you confirm whether these are indeed being 

dropped as part of the NCEA review? 

The English for Academic Purposes standards will not be removed. They will continue to exist and 

students will continue to be able to gain credits towards an overall NCEA certificate using these 



assessments. However, the changes will mean that the EAP standards will no longer count towards 

fulfilling the literacy requirement of the qualification. From 2023, all students will need to achieve the 

new literacy co-requisite in order to be awarded an NCEA certificate. 

UE Literacy - will there be a new list of 5 Reading and 5 Writing or is this also under 

Review? 

UE Literacy is not a part of the NCEA Review. The literacy lists for University Entrance and NCEA are 

separately maintained by NZQA. 

Next steps 

Will the literacy requirement count towards university literacy requirements? 
NZQA sets University Entrance in consultation with the universities. This includes a separate literacy 

and numeracy requirement to the one included within NCEA. We will work with Universities New 

Zealand to understand the relationship between the new corequisite and university requirements, but 

it may be that University Entrance continues to have its own requirements in this area.  

Assessment 

How will the standards be assessed? 
We will be working towards implementing a digital adaptive tool to assess the standards, but until 

such time as this tool is developed (which will be a number of years away), Common Assessment Tasks 

will be delivered by NZQA. We are working to see how these assessment types can be designed well 

for diverse user groups, and are looking at the possibility of portfolio assessment as a potential 

additional option. Assessment will be inclusively designed, for example, contexts that empower Māori 

and Pacific learners will be built into task design. 

 

 


