
FAQs for Teacher Only Days 

Teacher Only Day FAQs: Review of 
Achievement Standards 
 

Has COVID – 19 affected the original timeline for implementing the Review of 

Achievement Standards?  

The Alert Level 4 lockdown pushed back an intended April starting point. Recommencing RAS delivery 

in 2020 with eight NCEA Level 1 subjects has allowed us to rebuild the momentum in this important 

review. We have built greater resilience into the way we work with our Subject Expert Groups to 

mitigate the impact of further, potential COVID disruption.  

What are the Big Ideas?  

The starting point for determining Significant Learning are the Big Ideas from the Learning Area. A Big 

Idea refers to core concepts, principles, theories and processes that all subjects from that Learning 

Area can trace their origin to. Big Ideas connect discrete knowledge and skills into a larger frame and 

provide the foundation for understanding. 

In the Review of Achievement standards we have Big Ideas at both the Learning Area level and the 

subject level too. 

What is Significant Learning? 

Significant Learning is the critical ‘not to be missed’ learning of a subject. The RAS gives us the 

opportunity to focus on the most Significant Learning and what aspects of that learning we need to 

assess. An integral aspect to work carried out by the Subject Expert Groups (SEGs) is to determine 

what learning the new achievement standards will credential. This is done through deep curriculum 

discussion where Big Ideas are explored to determine the Significant Learning for each subject.  

How will the Review of Achievement Standards affect credentialing of assessment 

within each subject?  

An important aspect to the NCEA changes is to have fewer, larger standards. This will involve a 

reduction to only 4 standards in each subject. Each subject course will have a total of 20 credits and 

each achievement standard worth between 4-6 credits. The internal/external assessment ratio is 

rebalanced to a 50:50 split 

How is the Learning Matrix different from the matrices we already use?  

The current subject matrices on TKI and the NZQA website are assessment matrices. The Learning 

Matrix is a new product which shows the Significant Learning of a subject. It contains all the learning 

that we expect a student to access within the subject organised across curriculum levels 6-8.  

What is the Assessment Package?  

The Assessment Package is the collective name given to all the resources developed by the SEG during 

their work on the RAS.  



Are there other assessment support materials to help teachers?  

On the new NCEA website there is a section called the Teaching, Learning and Assessment Guide 

(TLAG). This includes an explanation of the links between curriculum and assessment, advice on 

pedagogy, example programmes and ways of capturing evidence of learning. 

Are teachers allowed to use the assessment activities which the Subject Expert Group 

have written?  

The assessment activities have been designed to exemplify how an achievement standard might be 

assessed. If the assessment can be carried out in a valid manner then the assessment activities may 

be used but we would remind teachers that good assessment practice is specific to student needs and 

their community and therefore adaptions would be expected.  

Why have some subjects started the Review and others haven’t?  

Level 1 subjects are being reviewed in two streams. The initial eight subjects beginning in November 

include Geography, Music, Mathematics and Statistics, Agricultural and Horticultural Science, Drama, 

Dance, Languages group 1 and Languages group 2. These are subjects which are unaffected by 

potential changes to the provisional Level 1 subject list. Remaining level 1 subjects will begin in 

February 2021. 

Which languages make up the Language Groups?  

Group 1 – Chinese, Japanese and Korean. Group 2 – French, German, Spanish and Group 3 – Cook 

Islands Māori, Gagana Sāmoa, Lea Faka-Tonga. Te Reo Māori and New Zealand Sign Language, as 

national languages, will be initially be grouped together, and then develop individual subject 

assessment resources. .  

What is meant by the trial subjects in the Review of Achievement Standards?  

Four trial subjects have undergone a review of achievement standards ahead of the main timeline.  
English, Science, Religious Studies and Visual Arts have been trialled by undergoing the review process 
ahead of the main wave of NCEA subjects. They began in October 2019 and are continuing through a 
mini pilot in 2021. Lessons learned from trialling these four subjects has been used to inform processes 
and refine the operating model. 
 

Why is my subject not included on the new NCEA website?  

The new website will become the home for all NCEA subjects once they have gone through the RAS. 

Currently only the four trial subjects and their assessment materials are housed there. 

What is the mini-pilot and why is it necessary?  

The mini-pilot is being conducted to: 

• test the standards and assessments and identify how they can be improved 

• test the piloting process on a small scale 

• produce exemplars  

Will there be a pilot for other NCEA subjects?  



Yes. All other Level 1 subjects will be piloted in 2022, all Level 2 subjects will be piloted in 2023 and all 

Level 3 subjects will be piloted in 2024. 

Will students get credits for being assessed by pilot standards ahead of the full 

implementation of the new NCEA assessments?  

Yes. Each pilot aims to test all 4 standards in the assessment package (internals and externals), so 

students will be eligible to gain up to 20 credits for each subject piloted. 

What role does NZQA have in the Review of Achievement Standards?  

NZQA advisers are members of the subject expert groups (SEGs). They provide critical advice 

throughout the development of the assessment resources as well as undertake quality assurance 

during specific feedback points in the development process. 

Guide to acronyms 

RAS – Review of Achievement Standards 

SEG – the Subject Expert Group working with the Ministry throughout RAS to develop new standards 

and assessment resources  

TLAG - Teaching, Learning and Assessment Guide 

 

 

 


